[Development and results of surgical treatment of pleomorphic adenoma of the parotid gland in 245 patients, 1974-1994].
To describe the results of parotidectomy for pleomorphic adenoma of the parotid gland in 245 patients, 1974-1994. Descriptive. Academic Medical Hospital, Free University, Amsterdam, the Netherlands. Of all patients follow-up data were obtained by yearly physical diagnostic examination during 10 years, and by a questionnaire (1995) from the general practitioners involved. In the period 1974-1994, 246 primary surgical parotid procedures were performed on 245 patients for pleomorphic adenoma. The surgical procedures included: 131 'partial' and 61 'complete' superficial parotidectomies, 30 partial superficial/ deep lobe parotidectomies, 8 total parotidectomies, and 16 'selective' deep lobe parotidectomies. Eleven patients received postoperative radiotherapy for different reasons. The median follow-up was 95 months. Fourteen patients died without recurrent tumour. Two patients (0.8%) developed a local recurrence, both after total parotidectomy for a deep lobe tumour. None of the patients experienced permanent facial nerve paresis or paralysis. The incidence of auriculotemporal sweating for partial superficial parotidectomy proved to be 6.9% (9/I31) as compared with 13.1% (8/61) for complete superficial parotidectomy. In the later years, in the majority of patients, the posterior branch of the greater auricular nerve was preserved. In the hands of the experienced head and neck surgeon partial parotidectomy is an effective treatment for the great majority of pleomorphic adenomas: local recurrence is rare, while in general morbidity is minimal. Rarely there is a need for prolonged follow-up.